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West with the Night is the story of Beryl Markham--aviator, racehorse trainer, beauty--and her life in

the Kenya of the 1920s and '30s. Regarded by many as one of the best adventure books ever!
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No less a writer than Ernest Hemingway said about West with the Night, "As it is she has written so

well, and marvelously well, that I was completely ashamed of myself as a writer. I felt that I was

simply a carpenter with words, picking up whatever was furnished on the job and nailing them

together and sometimes making an okay pigpen. But she can write rings around all of us who

consider ourselves as writers." Coming from an author who was renowned for his ego and lack of

respect for other writers, this is high praise indeed, and West with the Night deserves it.The story

opens with the author being called in the middle of the night to deliver a tank of oxygen to a dying

man. The reason she has been called is because her business is flying a small bi-plane through the

wilds of Africa on delivery errands such as these. The flight and subsequent visit with the dying man

and his doctor are used to introduce us to Africa - the rich black nights, the stories of her native

peoples, the harsh reminder with the appearance of a jackal that "...in Africa there is never any

waste."In this first section we also begin to know and wonder about the author, a native of Britain

who was transplanted to African soil at the age of 2 and raised by her father on his farm at Njoro.

There her primary playmates were the children of the Nandi Murani tribe and her principle

schoolroom the African landscape itself. As Markham puts it, "Africa was the breath and life of my



childhood. It is still the host of all my darkest fears, the cradle of mysteries always intriguing, but

never wholly solved. It is the remembrance of sunlight and green hills, cool water and the yellow

warmth of bright mornings. It is as ruthless as any sea, more uncompromising than its own deserts.
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